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Famlly Al@ne in Area B
Has Lost 1300 Ne
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A Southwest Washington
uple qualifies hands down
a} the loneliest family in town,
‘t}ese days. Thirteen hundred:
ighboring  families
oved away in recent months.
Mr. and Mrs. Avon Harding,
348 E st. sw., live in the last
.ofcupied house in Redevelop-
‘njent Area B.

The 76-acre tract, bounded
bnerally by South Capltol E,
ve and 4th sts. sw., now re-
tmbles - a ctoss—sectlon of a
host town and a low-level
brial photo of Berlin in 1945.
The .two-story Harding home
sfands on the morthwest edge
‘of the almost:cleared Tedevel-
.opment area.

How does it feel to live alone
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spvarmed with life?,

:lgnely around here,” Harding
1d a reporter. Hls lightet
‘Window was the only sign
1¥fe in the vast darkness.

1 ho is 24, “some of the young-
ers think everyone has moved

arted throwing stones through
;the windows.”

Harding has a simple ex-
anation: -

1“We would have been out of
;'e long ago, but I'm havmg
devil of a time processing a
1 loan for my new house in
oftheast,” he said. His moth-
, Mrs. Nellie Harding, also.
ves in the house..

The "Redevelopment Land
gency officials ‘“have been
onderful to us,” Harding said.
hey haven’t pushed us around
t all and in fact they have
one everything possible to
elp us get re-located.”

The Hardings expect to be
ut of the house sometime this
onth. Meantime, he said, “I
on’t relish the thought of be-
ihg the only one left. It isn’t

Right school.

dates,

have!.

a huge empty area that once|’

“It can get pretty quiet and &

“Apparently,” said 'Harding,

jay. A few nights ago theyi

the next time is the last time,”
said Harding’s wife, Loretta.

The family’s three years on
E st. have been happy ones,
according to. Hardiug,' and
moving day won’t be all smiles.

But the dark windows down
the street, the piles of brick
and Jagged silhouettes of half-
demolished buildings are poor
substitutes for neighbors, the
Hardings find.

Harding works . { h-

he situation is aggravated byw%%?tncy& an%mat
e fact that Harding goes to first was I to tell his

story in the belief that security
rules forbid it.
His superior ruled-that the

-istory could be told, but no pic-

e times than it
. “We hope
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Stalf Photo

This heme at 348 E st. W, is last home occupied in Area B .

s

Mr. and Mrs. Avon Harding
.« Mit.can be pretiy quiet”

tutes of Harding could be used.:

ial finally decided that the
ation’s -security’ might not
uffer if a story and pigures
ere used as long as Hard¥gg's
gency was not named.
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